
Dear Bowlers, 
When JoAnn and I 
bought Franky’s Lanes 
and Lounge a year 
ago, we made a com-
mitment to bowling 
and to bowlers like 
each of you. This infor-
mational newsletter, 
which will come out 
two to four times a 
year, is published ad-
free for each of you. 
Read on, and enjoy! 

Bowlers first 
With bowlers in mind, 
we’re continuously 
evaluating the mainte-
nance needs of the 
pin-setting machines 
and lanes. Even when 
you can’t see what we 
are doing “in the back,” 
we are always working 
hard for you. 

Repairs 
For example, repairs 
made so far include: 

• Replacement parts 
for the pin-setting 
machines includ-
ing new chasses 
and new motors 

• Maintenance and 
cleaning of all 
moving parts on all 
8 lanes 

• New BLS software 

• New laser-jet 
league printer with 
a new computer 
on order 

• 160 new bowling 
pins, 20 per lane 

• New padding and 
upholstery on bar 
stools in settee 
area 
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• New wick on Phoenix 
machine (lane oiler) 

• New video boards for 
scoring monitors 

▪▪▪ 
Plans 
In 2007, we will continue to 
make mechanical and 
physical improvements in 
the bowling center as cash 
flow allows. This will take 
time, of course, and we 
appreciate your patience. 
 Summer is our best 
time for maintenance work, 
so we plan to resurface the 
bowling approaches as well 
as the lanes themselves. 
We will continue to repair 
and rebuild the pin-setting 
machines, which are over 
40 years old. We will also 
replace motors, carpets, 
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High scores abound at Franky’s Lanes 

Some bowlers credit skill alone; others adamantly maintain that lane condi-
tions mean everything in bowling. Either way, they did it! John Schullo and 
Rick Bradway both rolled 300 games, and Larry Blaylock rolled an 803 se-
ries. Congratulations, Bowlers! 

Above: John Schullo (right) receives a 
plaque to commemorate his first 300 game, 
rolled April 9, 2006. Owner Andrew Licata 
presents. 

and belts on the ball 
returns as needed. 

▪▪▪ 
Thank you 
We want to thank eve-
ryone for being patient 
while our learning 
curve soared this year. 
Now that it is starting 
to flatten out, we pre-
dict  a very good year 
in 2007. Thank you, 
and Happy New Year, 
bowlers! 

Sincerely, 
Andrew Licata 

Above: Larry Blaylock 
rolled an 803 series in 
December 2006. Full 
story on page 3. 

Above: Rick Bradway 
rolled a 300 game in 
January 2007. 



Meet the staff  at Franky’s Lanes 
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“The lane conditions 

were really good….. 

Not many other 

bowlers were 

bowling my line.” 

Larry Blaylock on his 

803 series 

With more than 20 years experience behind a bar, Lori knows what she’s do-
ing. She hails from Shell Lake and is a familiar face to most of our daytime 
bowlers. She also fills in on evenings when needed. Thank you, Lori! 

Favorite beer: Miller Lite 

Hidden talent: Homemade pies to die for 

Father of two girls and currently attending WITC-Rice Lake to be a police 
officer, Jake most often works evenings at Franky’s Lanes. Some say he’s a 
flirt, but the real Jake is one big, soft, teddy bear. 

Favorite headwear: black cowboy hat 

Upon meeting Jake, what a tiny, six-year-old girl said while looking straight 
up at him with her big, blue eyes: “Are you a real cowboy?” 

The gremlins in the pin-setting machines don’t have a chance thanks to 
our crew of pin-chasers, Henry LaPorte (far left) and Brandon Rizzo. 

Henry comes from a family of bowlers (Kathy Helm and Bill LaPorte are 
his parents) and works two jobs—the other is at O’Reilly’s in Hayward. 
Brandon Rizzo is from Trego. He chases pins, tends bar, and his bowling 
average is 195. 

A graduate of UW-Whitewater’s School of Business Management, Andrew 
moved to northern Wisconsin with two goals in mind: “I wanted to marry a good 
woman and own my own bar. I found both right here in Spooner!” 

Favorite delivery hand: Left (Why? “Fewer bowlers bowl my line!”)  

Favorite food: Anything JoAnn cooks 

Best (canine) friend: Stormin’ Norman, my rat terrier 

Holder of an Industrial Maintenance degree from Waukesha County Technical 
College and looking forward to rebuilding the pin-setting machines this sum-
mer, Matt and his wife Amy live in nearby Sarona. Matt’s after-hours passion 
is welding Northwoods yard sculptures such as Whitetail bucks, does, and 
fawns, for sale from his truck. 

Favorite food: Free doughnuts 

Hidden talent: Cricket impersonations 

One of eight siblings (she has seven brothers!), Aimee grew up in Hayward 
but most of her family is from Spooner (yes, the Spooner Scribners). A former 
private in the National Guard, Aimee hopes one day to be a public school 
teacher. If only they had teachers like her when we were in school…. 

Favorite pastime: Movie night 

Favorite food: Sandwiches 

Known to wear a tuxedo behind the bar, Bill started bar-keeping 20 years 
ago at Franky’s Lanes. He’s quick with a one-liner, he’s known as a bar-
tender’s bartender, and his license plates read “DRNK FXR.” His name tag 
reads “Bitchin’ Bill.” 



 
Bowlers, you are invited to 
help us rename Washburn 
County’s only bowling cen-
ter! 
 I have received a 
few suggestions already. 
One bowler suggested 
“Norman’s Lanes & 
Lounge,” after my rat ter-

rier. Another bowler sug-
gested the center’s former 
name, “Northern Lites 
Lanes.” 
 If possible, I’d like 
to see a bowling term such 
as bowl, lanes, strikes, 
spares, pins, etc. in the 
new name.  
 If you have a sug-
gestion, please write it on a 
piece of paper. Be sure to 
include your first and last 
name and your phone 
number, then drop it in the 
slot next to the ATM ma-
chine (near the shoe 

counter). No name or num-
ber means no prize. 
 Please submit your 
suggestions by Saturday, 
March 10, 2007. We will 
announce the center’s new 
name at 11:00 PM on St. 
Patrick’s Day, Saturday, 
March 17, 2007. The win-
ning name earns a free 
bowling ball (up to $150 
value)!  
 

Contest Details 
• Drop your suggestions in the 

box on or before March 10. 

 

Rename the bowling center—win a new ball! by Andrew Licata 

Blaylock’s over-800 series only third in center’s history 
Reprinted from a press release written by JoAnn Martin 

Spare Me pro shop opens March 1 
and offer equipment sales and 
service. 
L&F: Where will you locate? 
Andy: Right downstairs. Matt 
and I will custom fit, drill, and 
engrave balls. JoAnn and her 
staff will manage the store dur-
ing the day, and I’ll unlock the 
door anytime during leagues—
bowlers just need to ask. 
L&F: What kind of inventory 

can bowlers expect? 
Andy: Balls, bags, and shoes 
plus accessories. We will also 
continue to take special orders 
with next day shipping on most 
items. 
L&F: What’s the pro shop’s 
name? 
Andy: Spare Me: Bowling Ne-
cessities and Accessories. 
Come on in and check it out! 

Late last month, Franky’s 
Lanes owner Andrew Licata 
bought the equipment neces-
sary to open his own bowling 
pro shop. Lanes and Frames 
asked him about it: 
Lanes and Frames: Why a 
pro shop, and why now? 
Andy: The bowlers need the 
best service I can provide. It 
was time to take the next step 
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Choose the 
winning name, 
win a new 
bowling ball! 

Spooner, WI – On Wednesday, December 27, 2006, Larry Blaylock of Trego bowled an 803 series at Franky's Lanes 
and Lounge, only the third over-800 Series in the history of the house and a record for the 2006-2007 season to date. 
Some bowlers say an 803 series is more impressive than a perfect 300 game. Why? Because three games in the 
high 200s is an amazing feat of bowling technique and consistency. 
 “Basically, I was fortunate enough to get there,” explains Blaylock. “The lanes were in very good condition, so 
I was able to maintain the same line almost the whole night. That was a very nice advantage for me—not a lot of peo-
ple were bowling the same line as me, so I could maintain consistency throughout the three games.” 
 “By the end of the third game,” recalls Franky's Lanes and Lounge owner Andrew Licata, “the entire house 
was quiet. Everyone was watching and hoping Larry would bowl a 300.” 
 “I’m usually a pretty good pressure bowler,” recalls Blaylock. “But I was nervous at the end when it got dead 
quiet. My first ball in the 10th frame was a little heavy—I hit too much of the head pin. Fortunately, I was able to pick 
up the spare.” 
 “I want to thank everyone who stayed to watch,” ends Blaylock. “Lots of friends and people stayed late to sup-
port me. I also want to thank the Stone Pony who sponsors the team.” 

• Include your name and phone 
number so we can reach you if 
you win! 

• Try to use a bowling term in 
your suggestion 

• We are both a bowling center 
and a sports bar, but bowling is 
primary. Try to suggest a name 
for each. 

• If possible, avoid using our first 
or last names. 

• Enter as many suggestions as 
you like! 

• Have fun, bowlers, and good 
luck! 

Licata enjoys 
drilling balls. ;-) 
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Bowling at its best 
 
• 18 Leagues 
• Tournaments 
• Open bowling 
• Cosmic bowling 
• Parties 
• Events 
• Fundraisers 
• Sports Bar 
• 5 TVs 
• Happy hour: 
3—5 pm weekdays 

We’re on the Web! We’re on the Web! We’re on the Web! We’re on the Web!     
    

Frankyslanes.comFrankyslanes.comFrankyslanes.comFrankyslanes.com    

For the 30th anniversary 
of bowling in Spooner, the 
famous Rockin’ Holly-
woods of Minneapolis 
played 50’s and 60’s mu-
sic at Franky’s Lanes and 
Lounge on September 30, 
2006. Left to right: Flash 
(vocals, guitar, and har-
monica), DJ (vocals and 
percussion), RimShot 
(vocals and humor), 
Westside Denny B (vocals 
and bass), and Woody 
(vocals, keyboard, sax, 
and flute). 
 

Summer, Fall leagues now forming 
To sign up, see a bartender 
Nationwide, bowling is making a comeback. At Franky’s Lanes and Lounge, we are doing 
our best to contribute to this phenomenon. For summer 2007 and for the 2007-2008 
Bowling Season we are offering the following new leagues: 

Summer 2007 
6:00 PM start time 

June—August 
 

• Sport League 
Join this challenging league where 
you’ll bowl on the same oil patterns 
the pros used the previous Sunday. 
Thursdays. 
 

• Non-Smoking League 
A healthier way to participate in the 
sport you love. No smoking except 
in the bar. Tuesdays. 
 

• Fun League 
Exactly what it says—fun! An oppor-
tunity for experienced bowlers to 
practice while encouraging begin-
ning bowlers in their new sport. 
Wednesdays. 
 

• Cosmic Fun League 
Bowling is even more fun when the 
black lights and strobes are pump-
ing to free music by Rock 300. 
Saturdays. 

2007-’08 Season 
 
New Leagues 
• Sport League 

Bowl the same oil patterns the pros 
used the previous Sunday. Thurs-
days, 9:15 PM. December 6, 2007, 
to March 20, 2007. 

 
• Non-Smoking League 

A healthy alternative while enjoying 
the sport you love. No smoking ex-
cept in the bar. Mondays, 9:00 PM. 
September 6, 2007 to April 21, 
2008. 

 
Current Leagues 

• Women’s 
• Men’s 
• Mixed 
• Youth 
• Junior 
• Days, evenings, nights 
 

Call 715-635-8706 or see a bar-
tender to sign up. See you on the 
Lanes! 
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